To cover, in the brief time allotted, almost a century of the history of the New Haven County Medical Society during that period in which medicine, in general, made far greater progress than in any previous century, permits mention of but a few of the outstanding events and personalities of this period.
Since, with the founding of the Connecticut State Medical Society in 1792, the County Society became an integral part of the State Society, it is impossible to separate entirely the activities of the two.
In 1840, the New Haven County Medical Society was evidently in an extremely strong and flourishing condition, and its Chairman was no less a person than Dr. Jonathan Knight, then in the prime of his life and mental vigor. Another physician of national reputation, who was very active in its affairs at this time, was Dr. Eli Ives also at the height of his career.
Until 1883, the meetings were regularly held in New Haven, as a rule, in the Tontine Hotel until 1854, when for twelve consecutive years they were held at the Medical College. The first meeting held outside of New Haven was at the Scoville House, in Waterbury; in 1884 a meeting was held at the Winthrop House in Meriden and the following year at the Dayton House in Ansonia. From this time on meetings were held with increasing frequency in other cities of the County, although for a number of years the majority of the meetings were held in New Haven at the Medical College. Beginning with 1893, some of the sessions were held in the New Haven House, located upon the site where the Hotel Taft now stands, and for a period beginning with 1894 many of them were held in the chapel of the New Haven Hospital and later in the rooms of the New Haven Medical Association.
In accordance with the by-laws enacted in 1826 and still in effect in 1840, two meetings were held yearly, the annual meeting being in the spring and the semi-annual meeting "on the Tuesday before the full moon in October." It was required that the clerk, before the opening of any annual meeting, read "the act to incorporate the County Medical Society and the by-laws of the Connecticut Medical Society as well as the by-laws of the County Society or as much thereof as may be relevant to the business of the meetings." It was further required that two persons be elected by ballot to read dissertations at each annual and semi-annual meeting. The seventh by-law stated that "a committee of three shall be appointed at every annual meeting to examine the credentials of any physician who shall settle in this County and no such practitioner shall be entitled to counsel until he has obtained a certificate from such committee that his credentials have been examined and found conformable to law."
It is interesting to note the charges for professional services a century ago. In 1829 a committee was appointed to report on what ought to be the lowest rate of charges to be made by physicians of this County to patients residing beyond the city limits of New Haven, and the following report was unanimously adopted:-For an ordinary visit thirty-five cents, night visit eighty-four cents, consultation visit one dollar, mileage seventeen cents, ordinary case of parturition three dollars, venesection twenty-five cents, cathartic seventeen cents, and emetic seventeen cents. In 1838 the minimum fees for patients residing within the limits of the city of New Haven were voted upon and the following schedule adopted:-Ordinary visit fifty cents, night visit one dollar, consultation two dollars, mileage seventeen cents, ordinary case of parturition three dollars, venesection twenty-five cents, cathartic and emetic each seventeen cents.
In 1840, at the annual meeting, it was voted to revise the fee table and the fee for consultation being considered too high, it was reduced to $1.00, the rest of the old fee table being still in force. In 1865 a new fee table was adopted which sounds more like presentday prices. Dentists will be interested to note that at this time the price for a tooth extraction was raised to fifty cents. 
